CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELUCENCE
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Brockway McMillan
Director, National Reconnaissance Office

SUBJECT - : Contingency Planning for Project OXCART

1. Iam informed tkat the Director, Program D, is moving
ahead to formulate plans calling for the cehvery oi the first Air
Force OXCART version to Edwards Air T orce Base, California,
where it and successive prototypes zre planned for initial flight
testing, Were this course oI action to be cortinued without suitable
contngency planning, we would find ourselves in the late spring of
1964 with no suitable alternative to wka:t amounts to de facto sur-
facing, when the first Air Force aizcraf: shows up at Ecwards.

2, Accordingly, I reguest tzat ycu insizuc: the Directcf,
Program D, to consult and confer wizh tha :
toward developing in the nex: few wzeks Scntinmzency : ::la.n whicn
would permit the firsg oI tne Alr Force ver sion of OXCART
to be accommodatead ‘nere OXCART Ai ‘. T testlnc is cur-
rently in process., I unCers.one =52t mezningiul o2
testing of the USAT zizcrziz oz be conducied a uring the
‘period from -c*_;;:.'.; - Ssuguest througk 31 December 1955, This time
interval may- s critical when viewed a: sxinst the prospeciive oper-
ational reaciicss date of OX ~RT, now estimated for mic-sommer

of 1964,
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5. Zuzve cizecrec NN - s Dizcco- o o3, o

ensure that appropriate facilitizs ¢ the Agency are made av_iable
for the development of tais sian, 28 to xeep the Directocr soriodivily
informed.
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Marshall S. Carter
Lieutenant General, USA
.. Deputy Director




